The Old Cicestrians Association

Minutes of the AGM held on Saturday 6" December 2014
at the Chichester Park Hotel

The meeting was opened by Geoff Wills who had taken over as Acting President in
January 2014 on the sudden departure of Steve King

1) Apologies for Absence:

George Ayling 1950 - 85, Barry Capon 1947 - 55, Philip Combes 1947 - 55, Sir John Herbecq
1934 - 39, Ken Hoad 1953 - 61, Denis Hoare 1933 - 38, Chris Pile 1954 - 62, Geoff Smith
1959 - 66, Arthur Wells 1945 - 51, Patrick Combes 1947 - 54. Mick Galavant 1943 - 52, Ken
Kendall 1943 - 52

2) Minutes (notes taken) of the 2013 AGM held on 7t December 2013:
Copies were distributed and approved as an accurate record of the meeting. Signed off by
Geoff Wills.

3) Matters arising from the Minutes:
Richard Kneller asked if the reason for Steve King departing was known. Geoff Wills replied
that he had been informed it was for personal reasons and no more information was available.

4) President’s annual report:

Geoff went through his Presidential Report that had been circulated to all those present. He
reported that the Golf Day had not taken place this year due to insufficient numbers, However,
the organizer, Martin McGranaghan has agreed to organize one in 2015 with more advertising
of the event to encourage new players to become involved.

The Summer Lunch, organised by Doug Murgatroyd at the Rowlands Castle Golf Club had
been a great success. The location was ideal, the meal very tasty and the event had drawn
several new members to come along. Doug has agreed to organise a repeat event in 2015
(probably May).

Geoff informed members that the O.C’s committee had met either as a formal group or in
smaller numbers on numerous occasions over the past year. They had been pleased to
welcome Clive Sayers as a ‘younger member’ to the group and thanked him for his valuable
contributions.

Thanks were extended to John Child for his work as Hon. Treasurer and Membership
Secretary. He had also organised the financial audit of our accounts by Steve Goss. John’s
input to meetings had been highly valued.

Doug Murgatroyd was thanked for his organisation of the Summer Lunch and also his work on
the newsletter and Old Cicestrians website. All present were actively encouraged to send



Doug items of news or articles of interest that could be added to the website to ensure it was
of interest to all readers. .

Geoff went on to register his disappointment that all attempts to establish links with the school
had been particularly unsuccessful for the past few years. However, with the departure of the
two immediate previous Head Teachers and the appointment of an Acting Head, Gary Potter,
‘it appears to indicate that the School is now favourably reconsidering the lack of co-operation
in the past and that a more enlightened policy will be forthcoming”.

This welcoming attitude had been shown recently with the invitation by the school of John
Child (former Deputy Head) to be Guest Speaker at the end of Summer Term awards
ceremony. This had been followed by invitations to the schools Remembrance Service,
Community Christmas Party and the official opening of the new Richard Hibberd Building later
this December. Notice of these positive gestures by the school were very well received by all
members present and it was hoped that this will be the start of a long and mutually beneficial
relationship. Geoff was pleased to announce that both Gary Potter, the Acting Head and
Tracey Waller, the schools Marketing and Publicity Co-ordinator had accepted invitations to
join us at the Christmas Lunch this year.

Geoff finally moved onto the Christmas Lunch that was to follow this AGM. He was delighted
to announce that this year we would be welcoming our first Guest Speaker, former CHSB
student Squadron Leader Mike Child who will be talking about his experiences as a Red
Arrows Pilot over the past three years. All present were looking forward to this new innovation.
Geoff suggested this would be hard act to follow but suggestions for next years Guest
Speaker would be welcomed.

In closing Geoff wished to end on a very positive note stating that ‘despite the hiccup
experienced at the commencement of this year’ he could confirm his ‘thoughts and
enthusiasm for the ongoing wellbeing of the Old Cicestrians Association firmly remain in
place, due in no small measure to the highly dedicated Committee members who have served
the Association so well since its formation in 2001". His final hope was for more young
members to join the association, including possibly more staff.

Geoff asked if there were any questions from the floor?

There were:

a) Was there any news on the future of the Kingsham Road buildings?

b) Members were interested in the topic of memorabilia, awards boards etc.

c¢) Was there any information on the recently announced amalgamation of CHSB & CHSG?

Responses: (supplied by John Child)

a) The school no longer uses the Kingsham Road buildings as they are unsuitable for
education in the twenty first century with open corridors, inefficient heating etc. A large new
teaching block has recently been constructed next to the Lancastrian building and it will
provide purpose built facilities to replace those formerly found in the Kingsham building.

b) A former classroom in the Lancastrian building has been converted into a small office area
for Tracey Waller surrounded by a large area that is ideal to display some of the many pieces
of archive material in existence for both the High School and the Lancastrian School (which
were amalgamated in 1971). Included in the room are the two ‘Barton Testimonial Boards
which originated in the Lancastrian School to record the student who was awarded the annual

























