Kenneth Kara EDWARDS - RAF (VR)

Born: 1920
Parents: Son of Mr and the late Mrs G Edwards of Cosy Cot, Lewis Road, Selsey,
West Sussex
School Years: 1931 to 1936
Cricket XI - 1929-1930-1931
Athletic Sports Day 1932 — Junior Victor Ludorum
Oxford School Certificate — Pass - 1936
Martlet - Roll of Service — A/c.2, R.A.F. - December 1940

Civilian occupation: Appointed to the Staff of the County Library — Chichester Branch - 1937

Armed Forces Record

Number 53 Squadron - Royal Air Force

United in Effort Consolidated Liberator

Service rank: Flying Officer - Navigator

Service Number: Number 124726

Service Record: Number 53 Squadron Coastal Command
Service Base: RAF St Eval, Cornwall

Date of death: 17 April 1944



Winston Churchill once wrote that, “....... the only thing that ever really frightened me during
the war was the U-boat peril”.

53 Squadron was equipped with U.S. Consolidated Liberator aircraft which were designed and
equipped for anti-submarine operational patrols. It was vital particularly in the Bay of Biscay
and the Western Approaches to seek out enemy U-boats operating out of ‘pens’ (bunkers) at
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Saint-Nazaire, La Rochelle and Brest facing the Atlantic. Liberator aircraft were credited in full

or in part with sinking 93 U-boats. Germany commissioned 1250 U-boat submarines during
World War II hostilities. In war, it was inevitable that crews were not always going to be lucky
and the overall losses were heavy.

This crew was lost on an operation over the Bay of Biscay on 17 April 1944. Here crew members
of 53 Squadron personnel posing in front of a Liberator at St Eval in Cornwall. “Old Boy’ (1931-
1936) Flying Officer Kenneth Kara Edwards is 27d left back row with a cap shown here with a
mixed RCAF, RAAF and British crew.

Their last air operation ended in the Outer Biscay area when at 3.54am on 17 April 1944 their
Liberator BZ945 began its final approach to attack a surfaced German U-boat 993. The U-boats
captain Oberleutnant Kurt Hilbig, already put on an advanced alert, ordered his crew to open
fire with machine guns and automatic cannon.

The combination of tracer and incendiary ammunition set BZ945 on fire, out of control it dived
into the sea, its depth charges exploding, none of the crew surviving. Their aircraft was reported
as ‘Missing’ on 17 April 1944.

Also lost that night 53 Squadron Liberator BZ800 similarly shot down in the Bay of Biscay as it
approached U-boat 46. All the crew were lost.

Commemorated:
Chichester High School for Boys
Chichester War Memorial

Runnymede Memorial



