Frank Smith FOLLEY RAFVR

Born: 1916
Parents: Percy Smith and Margery Folley
School Years: 1930-1934 Chichester High School for Boys

‘The Martlet’ 1931 article ‘An Autumn Landscape’

‘The Martlet’ — 1932 - article ‘Wednesday Night, 30®" November’
‘Dramatic Society’ 1933
Oxford School Certificate 1933
Exemption from matriculation — University of London
Higher School Certificate — University of London — 1934
Debating Society — 1934

‘The Martlet’ — Headmaster’s Report 1935 recorded that F.S Folley is now a student at the
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art.

Armed Forces Record
Service Rank: Pilot Officer
Service Number: 170237

Service Record: 141 Squadron — W.op/ Navigator — Mosquito Mk 11

de Havilland ‘Mosquito’ - ‘The Wooden Wonder



Service Base: RAF West Raynham

Date of Death: 27 April 1944

‘The Bomber Command War Diaries’ Martin Middlebrook/Chris Everitt
26/27 April 1944

Essen

493 aircraft — 342 Lancasters, 133 Halifaxes, 18 Mosquitos — from all Groups except 5 Group.
Lost 7 aircraft — 6 Lancasters, 1 Halifax — 1.4 percent of the force. The Bomber Command
report states that this was an accurate attack based on good Pathfinder ground-marking.

AviationSafetyNetwork (exclusive service of Flight Safety Foundation) report:
26/27t April 1944

Narrative — Only 13 Mosquitos took off at 23.24 and were detailed to support bombers who
were attacking Essen by carrying out Serrate/Al patrols over the target area and in the
vicinity of the bombers route to and from their target. Ten aircraft successfully completed
their sorties but another DH615 TW.J of 141 Squadron (Sqn Ldr J.C.N. Forshaw and O/d Boy
P/O F.S.Folley) is missing. Two other Mosquitos returned to base with respectively oxygen
failure and engine overheating.

Sqn/Ldr J.C.N. Forshaw and Old Boy Pilot Officer Frank Smith FOLLEY aged 28 rest in the
Rheinberg War Cemetery — Joint Grave 9.B. 24-25

‘The Martlet’” ‘Old Boys News’ July 1936

‘F.S. Folley (1930-1934) on completing his course of training at the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art, has been selected by CHARLES LAUGHTON to play the part of Rembrandt’s
son in his new film ‘Rembrandt’ which is being produced under the direction of Alexander
Korda’.

CHARLES LAUGHTON (1 July 1899 - 12 December 1962) was an English stage and film actor,
director, producer and screenwriter. Born in Scarborough Laughton he was trained in
London at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art. During his screen career, he won the Film
Academy award for Best Actor in The Private life of Henry VIl in 1933 and was nominated
for The Mutiny on the Bounty (1936) & Witness for the Prosecution (1958). Other notable
films include the Hunchback of Notre Dame (1939) and The Night of the Hunter (1955).

Commemorated
Chichester High School for Boys —
Chichester War Memorial
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