Michael Allman BARRINGER RAFVR

Born: 1916 Hendon

Parents: Son of Alan Haxel and Dorothy Barringer and husband of Molly Lee
Barringer of Barnes Surrey

School Years:  1932-1934 Chichester High School for Boys
Form Prize — Spring Term 1933
‘Martlet’” Summer Term 1934 — Head Masters Notes

“Our heartiest congratulations go to M.A.Barringer who won an art
scholarship at Worthing School of Art. Barringer’s success is particularly

striking, as he came second on the list of the very keenly contested
awards”.

Oxford School Certificate — July 1934

Exemption from the matriculation examination — University of London
Civil Occupation: ‘The Martlet’ ‘Old Boys News’ March 1936’

“M.A. Barringer (1932-1934) who is now studying at the Worthing

School of Art gained the 2" place in the annual examination of the

School last term”

Armed Forces Record

Enlisted in the RAF at Uxbridge between Sept
June 1940

Service Rank: Corporal

Service Number: 911627

Service Record: No.7 Bomber/Gunnery School

Service Base: RAF Stormy Down — Bridgend Fairy “Battle” Light Bomber

Date of Death: 27 July1940 — Age 24



Fairey ‘Battle’ Fighter Bomber

This aircraft was designed and manufactured by Fairey Aviation in the mid-1930’s. The RAF
and four other allied countries were the primary users. A total of 2,185 were
manufactured. Whilst a great improvement over the previous fighters its design never
fulfilled the role intended. Powered by the Rolls Royce ‘Merlin’ engine the monoplane with
its crew of three in tandem and bomb load rendered it too heavy to match the speed and
range of enemy aircraft. During the German 1940 offensive through Western Europe, it
suffered heavy losses. Over 200 were brought down during its comparatively short service
record and the aircraft was withdrawn from combat service in 1941.

However, the ‘Battle’ was adapted for several other roles one of which was as a trainer in
Bomber and Gunnery schools (BGS).

FROM RAF COMMANDS FORUMS ONLINE — ROSS McNEIL — APRIL 2009

Read the Forum Members investigate online into the loss of a ‘Battle’ aircraft L5293 of
No.7 Bomber and Gunnery School (BAS) which crashed into the Bristol Channel 10 miles
off lifracombe on the 27th July 1940.

The Pilot Flying Officer Harold Raymond Wheeler was recovered from the sea and
subsequently cremated at Bristol (Arnos Vale) Crematorium.

The other crew Aircraftmen (2) members were 939176 Robin Edward Barker age 22 and
Old Boy 911627 Michael Allman BARRINGER age 24 who are commemorated at the
Runnymede Memorial.

The loss of men during a war are grievous events. The death of Michael Barringer added
a special poignancy cutting short a promising career for this talented young artist.

Commemorated
Chichester High School for Boys
Chichester War Memorial

Runnymede - Panel 21



