
                                                                      Maurice Jack LEWIS 

Born:           17 June 1917 

Parents: George Thomas Crole (1882 – 1976) Private in the Royal Sussex 

Regiment and Gladys Audrey Lewis (née Hunt 1889 – 1954) of 

‘Capella’, Stockbridge Road, Donnington, Chichester 

School Years:           1928 – 1934   (An original) – St Wilfrid’s House -    

                         Chichester High School for Boys  

            Dramatic Society Productions – 1933 

            Speech Day Prize - 1934 

            Oxford School Certificate – July 1934 

           Passed with credit in English, History, French, Mathematics,                     

                        Biology and Geography.  Passed the Oral French test 

           Exemption from Matriculation – University of London 1934 

Civil Occupation:     ‘The Martlet’ - Old Boys News – position of Clerk – Architects    

                         Department – County Hall 

            ‘The Martlet’   -   ‘Roll of Service 1939’  

 

 

 Armed Forces Record 

Service Rank:             Flight Lieutenant 

Service Number:       41035 

Service Record:         Pilot - 102           

Squadron   (Ceylon) 

Service Base:            RAF Driffield 

             POW Poland      

 

                                                                                              

Maurice Jack LEWIS 



 School Magazine ‘The Martlet’    ‘Old Boys News’    December 1943 

‘Another Old Boy has lost his life in the war.   We record with the deepest regret the death 

as a prisoner of war in Germany of Flying Officer J.M.Lewis.  Beyond the fact that his death 

was due to an ‘accident’, no details are yet available.   To his sorrowing parents and 

relatives, we express our deepest sympathy for their unexpected bereavement’. 

 

Ops – Attack on the German Battleship Scharnhorst moored at Kiel.    

Whitley bomber NI523 102 Squadron took off from Driffield on 6 June 1940 and was brought 

down in the target area crashing on the south shore of Eckernforder on the Baltic Sea 18km 

NNW of Kiel.  All the crew survived and became Prisoners of War.      

The ‘accident’ referred to in ‘Old Boys News’ December 1943 brought a tragic end to the 

life of Maurice Jack LEWIS.  An ‘ancestry.co.uk’ fact sheet records: 

 

 

Age 22 – Military 

On the 7 Jun 1940 – RAF Base England 

RAF Bomber Command.  Shot down over Kiel, Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         The “Whitley” Bomber 

 

 

 



Age 23 – Residence 

1940-1943 – Stalag Luft III, Sagan, Silesia,  

Poland  

Status - POW 

 

Age 26 - Death  

Death date and place from War Records 

and Letters.  

18 August 1943 - Died from wounds 

received whilst trying to escape.    Lewis 

escaped from Sagan only to be hit by a 

train and killed. 

 

                                                                                                                    

Flight Lieutenant Maurice Jack Lewis 

                                                                                              Funeral procession 18 August 1943 

Age 26 – Burial 

18 August 1943 – Grave 4, POW Cemetery, Stalag Luft III, Sagan, Silesia, Poland 

Burial Date and Place from War Records and Letters. Buried with Full Military Honours. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

                             Burial of Flight Lieutenant Maurice Jack LEWIS 

                     Stalag Luft III, Sagan, Silesia, Poland – 18 August 1943 

In 1949 his remains were re-interred in the Poznan Old Garrison Cemetery, Poland 

 Inscription “There’s some corner of a foreign field that is forever England” 

 



Commemorated 

Chichester High School for Boys 

Chichester War Memorial 

Remembered:  Inscription - Family grave at Portfield Cemetery, Chichester 

International Bomber Command Centre – Lincoln -  Phase 2 – Panel 199  

 

 


